
DEAR FRIENDS OF BANTAM LAKE,
Summer is Bantam Lake’s time to shine, and an opportunity for all to
explore, relax and reconnect with all the lake has to offer. Our
association has always been dedicated to preserving the pristine
beauty of our lake and ensuring the well-being of everyone who uses
and enjoys it. We have important updates on the state of our lake,
including a matter of concern: the increasing presence of
Cyanobacteria, commonly known as blue-green algae. It is crucial that
we remain vigilant and informed about the potential risks that
Cyanobacteria can pose to our cherished ecosystem and ourselves.
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Cyanobacteria is abundant in Bantam Lake. Yes, it's actually been here
for thousands of years; however, it is reproducing at alarming rates.
The lake is being overfed by constant and excessive “loading” of
nutrients along with consistently warmer water temperatures due to
climate change. When the algae reproduce very rapidly due to
favorable conditions they cause a “bloom”. You may recall when the
lake turned this sludgy green towards the end of summer for the last
few years. 

Cyanobacteria is a photosynthetic microorganism that feeds on
Phosphorus that settles on the bottom of the lake. As the algae feed
they produce a toxin called Mycrocystin which can be very harmful to
humans, animals and aquatic life. Exposure to these algae blooms can
cause a range of symptoms including mild rash, liver damage and
nervous system disorders. Inhalation of cyanobacteria causes damage
to lungs and other organs. Aquatic life is also at risk as are birds.
Domestic pets, particularly dogs that often enter the water and collect
the algae on their fur and then lick it off causing ingestion of possible
lethal doses of the toxin.
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The only really effective treatment appears to be the use of ALUM (Aluminum Sulfate). An Alum treatment to
the lake would allow for the bonding of the Phosphorous sediment layer rendering it unusable as a food source
to the Cyanobacteria. Forecasts indicate that this treatment would buy us about 10-12 years while we work to
correct more of the internal and external nutrient loading sources in/to the lake. Specifically, a solution to the
Woodridge Lake Sewer system effluent leaching problem.

The BLPA is advocated this two-pronged approach:

Short Term: Short term: Administer an ALUM treatment as soon as possible to eliminate the algae overgrowth
and clarify the lake water.

Long Term: Work with the State of CT DEEP and the Litchfield WPCA to engineer and implement a more
efficient and regionalized sewer system that incorporates not only Litchfield but also Woodridge Lake and the
remainder of Bantam Lake in Morris and Litchfield.

This Phosphorus sediment layer arrives at the lake via many different paths - leaching septic systems, fertilizer
runoff, waterfowl feces, detergents, stormwater and the like. In the case of Bantam Lake, we also have the
Bantam River and a 21,000 square acres watershed feeding into the Bantam River and then the lake. . To
make matters worse, a recent study conducted by the US EPA and State of CT DEEP clearly indicates that a
significant input to our nutrient loading is originating from the Woodridge Lake Sewer system which is leaching
into the West Branch of the Bantam River just north of Litchfield. (The Woodridge Lake Sewer system was
deemed inadequate by the DEEP in 1989). 

We are in trouble! While we make every effort to promote a solution to the WLSD issue - the most viable being
a tie-in to the Litchfield sewer system; we need to mitigate the problem and clarify the water in the more
immediate future. We have used Copper Sulfate treatments in the past which have worked short term;
however, we have scientific studies verifying that this course of action will not be suitable long term and is
already becoming less and less effective.

CYANOBACTERIA: OUR BIGGEST THREAT

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Bantam Lake shoreline in
2020 due to

Cyanobacteria/blue green
algae bloom

Like the new signs 
around the lake? 

Get one for your lawn 
and support BLPA!

As always we appreciate the support of our members and hope you will help us on the endeavor. Your voice is needed! 
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Copper sulfate kills algae directly; however, the alkalinity levels of the water are critical
for its effectiveness. Overtime it can kill fish and aquatic plant life. Aluminum sulfate acts
to control algae by controlling the amount of phosphorus available in the water. When
aluminum sulfate is activated by the water it then reacts with the phosphorus sediment,
binding the compounds together and thereby removing the phosphorus from the water.
Once the algae lose this food source, they will begin to die and stop reproducing. 
 Aluminum sulfate and the compound it turns into once immersed in water, aluminum
hydroxide, are not toxic to plant life, fish or any other wildlife that might be present in the
lake water. Alluminum sulfate is completely safe for human consumption and commonly
used in pickles and water sanitation.

ALUM (Aluminum Sulfate) is a more expensive product than Copper Sulfate and
requires several hundred pounds per surface acre to be effective. It will also need to be
trucked in and then applied to the specified areas of the lake.

WHY IS AN ALUM TREATMENT SO MUCH MORE EXPENSIVE THAN
PREVIOUS COPPER SULFATE TREATMENT?

ALUM FAQ'S 

DONATE HERE! 

Please keep to the center of the lake
when operating boats with large
wakes and while surfing. The large
wakes cause damage and erosion to
shoreline properties along with
docks. They also devastate natural
nesting areas for birds and aquatic
life on the shorelines.

WAKEBOARD BOATS

Nutrient loading - particularly
Phosphorous - is the food source for
Cyanobacteria. We must bring our
total maximum daily load down
(TMDL) as per the US EPA in order
for the lake to be able to return to a
healthy condition. The continued input
of these nutrients - whether from
fertilizing waterfront shoreline
properties or input from the Bantam
River must be reduced! The continued
input of these nutrients will continue to
cause explosive productions of these
algae and eventually render the lake
eutrophic - mean void of oxygen and
hence unable to support aquatic life.

Sign the petition and write to your local and state representatives urging them to
support the BLPA endeavors 
Stop using fertilizers along or near the shoreline where they can be washed into
the lake via runoff or storm drains. 
Use buffer gardens near lake shore lines. 
Have septic systems pumped out regularly. 
Do not rake/blow leaves into the lake.
Do not allow ashes from fires to enter the lake.

HOW ARE ALUM AND COPPER SULFATE DIFFERENT?

WHY IS THE NUTRIENT 
LOADING SO IMPORTANT?

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Report reckless boat operations or emergencies to the 
State of CT DEEP 860-424-3333
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Fairfield Counties Community Foundation
The Piper Foundation 
Robert Mazaika

THANK YOU TO OUR 2022 LAKE LEADERS 

$10,000 and above

PATRONS
$6,000 and above
Robert & Maryann Downes

SUPPORTERS 
$1,000 and above
Jan Curley 
Joan Gordon 
Robert Sherry 
Litchfield Morris Rotary 
John & Jaquie Dufor
Michael & Diane Laurentano 
David & Carla Molowa
Frank & Coco Sellman
Robert Shaffer 

SUSTAINERS
$500 -$999 
Chris & Kathy Hill 
Sportsmans
Breezy Knoll Association 
Susan & Ralph Freydberg
Jim & Anne Murdica 
Philip Samponaro
Kenneth & Elizabeth Smoltz
Robert & Susan Stern 
Marc & Debbie Breslawsky
Larry & Jean Grela
Richard & Karen Haverly 
Edward & Sandra Sakl

ASSOCIATES
$250 -$500 

Tara & Arthur Diedrick
Jeff & Lee Kingsbury 
Scott & Claire Richardson
Thomas Toller
Michael Walsh
Renaissance Reinsurance US Inc.
Lani & Hyatt Choate
Kevin Vicha
Robin Vogel 
James & Judith Greer 
Mark & Michelle Winne
Connie Trolle
Steven & Vicki Lupinacci

DONORS

Joel & Kathleen Roy
Edward J. Murphy
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Bantam Lake Ski Club 
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Steve & Mary Lou Mayo
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Scott & Kim Sadowsky
Elizabeth Scheines
Debbie & Peter Smiley
Greg & Wendy Soneson
Virginia & Mark Stukshis
Edith P Weik
Westover Condominium 
Association
Pauline Bailey & Chester 
Wicket
Whittemore Family
Lynne Wilson

$100-$249

Bantam Lake Yacht Club
Linda Bernardini
Mark Bronksy & Jodi Cafritz
Amy Buckley & Bruce Kain
Michael H Cicchetti
The Disapio Family
Scott & Christine LaFleur
Douglas Lamond
William Plunkett, Jr.
Barbara & Philip Rothfield
Ken & Janine Shailer
CK Siemon & Family 
Bette West 
Lukas Hyder
Peggy Jensen 
Randy & Margarite Lipsitz
Robie Livingstone
Kenneth & D. Pratt Merz
Kris Truta
Lynne Capecelatro
Diane & Gary Flynn
Constance & James Fischer
Frederick Lohnau
Peter & Christine Longo
Ina Rothenbuecher
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